THE BURDWAN FEVER.
The following appeal" has been addressed by the Collector of Burdwan to the sympathy of the public for pecuniary aid, in order that the relief already extended to the fever-stricken population of Burdwan and the adjoining districts may be continued and extended:? '* Of the eighteen police divisions which constitute the district of Burdwan, the inhabitants of eleven are at present suffering under a severe type of * fever. Over this large area there are whole families prostrated, villages in which not a healthy person is to be met with, while repeated relapses of fever, the daily deaths, the loss of their children, the increasing depopulation of their villages, the absence of all hope for better times, has so demoralized the population that they neglect to avail themselves of medical and other aid, unless brought actually to their homes. The Government has done, and is doing, all that it can do in the way of providing medical aid; but even still more nccessary is the provision of adequate food, stimulants, and clothing for the indigent sufferers, and for this last object especially the subscriptions of the public are invited."
In In short, here in Bengal we have evidence of a silting up of our rivers and water-courses by nature and artificial means: the sub-soil drainage of the country being interfered with, and a deadly fever the result. In the Punjab and North-West irrigation works constructed without due regard to sanitation, so clog the sub-soil with water that a wide-spread malarial fever breaks out. It does not. however, follow that railways and irrigation works should be any thing but an unmixed blessing to the country; nevertheless the lesson, which the history of these facts might teach those who construct works of the kind, is that they have something more than financial and engineering difficulties to overcome. They have a vitally important matter also to consider in reference to the effects of these works on the sub-soil drainage of the country through which they pass, and unless these difficulties are carefully neutralised, railways and canals built at enormous cost and with engineering skill, may in return reduce the people who pay for them, to a condition similar to the inhabitants of the tract of country along the lines of railways in Lower Bengal, or 
